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The Newsletter of ROADA South East Essex Group

Tyre Safety month
Checking the tread depth of your
tyres may be a lot easier than you
think. Inserting a 20p coin into the
Yn“n THEAD main tread grooves of your tyres
gives you a good indication of
20P GCOULD SAVE YOUR LIFE whether your tyres have sufficient
e tread depth. If the outer band of the
20p coin is visible when inserted into
the tread, your tyres may be illegal.
If the outer band is not visible on the

coin, then your tyres have a tread
depth well above the legal limit

See our new Website
WwWw.rospa-southeastessex.org.uk

The System of car control

For more information see Roadcraft
and
our website.
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Editorial

Hello, This Newsletter is for your information and enjoyment so I would
appreciate some feedback. Please let me know if there is a particular
subject that you would like to hear about or if you like or dislike the
articles included.

Now for a quick rant. It has been brought to my attention that some
Associates are dragging their heels in regard to taking the Test. Please
keep in touch with your Tutor to make sure that you have regular training
drives. This is to allow you to keep up to standard and take the Test.

Remember the Tutors are all unpaid volunteers, giving their time freely to
improve your driving.

Terry Joyce

terry@rospa-southeastessex.org.uk

Group Nights 2010

We are changing our venue

PLEASE SEE BACK PAGE
for details and dates of meetings.




To

Ron Adams and Ray Gardner who achieved a ngﬁé
Gold Grade in their Retests. Provetion o Auident

Highway Code, a little history
The Highway Code celebrated its 70™ birthday in 2001.

The 1931 edition:

- cost one old penny

- was the only one to carry advertisements, for the AA, The Autocar magazine, The
Motorcycle magazine, Castrol Motor Oil, BP, Motor Union Insurance and the RAC

- |t contained 18 pages of advice, compared to 145 pages in the 2007 edition.

- It included advice to drivers of horse drawn vehicles to ‘rotate the whip above the
head; then incline the whip to the right or left to show the direction in which the turn
is to be made.’

When it was first launched in 1931 there were just 2.3 million motor vehicles in Great
Britain, yet over 7,000 people were killed in road accidents each year.

Today there are more than 27 million vehicles on our roads but, thanks to greater
public awareness, advances in technology and the introduction of British
Summertime, only half the number of road deaths occur.

Some things have not changed over the years: the very first edition of The Highway
Code urged all road users to be careful and considerate towards others, putting safety
first.

Diagrams of road signs - just ten signs in all - were first seen in the second edition, as
was a warning about the dangers of driving when affected by alcohol or fatigue.

The 1954 Highway Code, complemented by brand new colour illustrations, gave over
the back cover to first aid guidance, while the expanded traffic signs section contained
the first triangular warning signs.

The 1990s saw a new format taller booklet and the inclusion of a section geared to
the new driving theory test, which in the current edition has now become part of the
Code itself.

Compiled By Terry Joyce from DSA website




Road signs & lines

| was contacted by an Associate about a specific section of the Lower Burnham Road
where there is a lovely almost straight uphill section of road that would be ideal for an
overtake.

B # However there are
F “No overtaking” signs and to

2 confuse matters the lines in the
| road are contradictory to the
. signs - they are hazard warning
fi¢ lines. Obviously the signs take
precedence as they are
B regulatory signs.
| thought it would be interesting
to find out why this contradiction
occurred and if the lines should
be double white lines.

| made some phone calls and
eventually got to talk to a man
from Mid Essex Highways who
was responsible for this section
of road. He explained that the signs are the legal requirement and because there is
good line of sight they don't have to put in double white lines, just put in a legal order
prohibiting overtaking. He also said there had been a number of collisions here.

Not completely satisfied with his answer, | investigated further and looked on the
Department for Transport website where | came across the Road Signs

Manual. | can hear your sighs of boredom at this point but chapter 3 (Regulatory
Signs 2008)cleared up this issue.

Here is the shortened version:-
The “No overtaking sign is used to give effect to an order which prohibits overtaking.

Such orders will be exceptional as situations where forward visibility makes
overtaking hazardous can normally be dealt with by double white lines.

“No overtaking” signs must not be used along the same length of road as double
white lines.

Situations where an order might be appropriate include:

(i) roads which are less than 6.1 m wide, thereby making double white lines
Impracticable.

(if) roads along which the stopping restrictions imposed by double white lines would
not be acceptable.

Continued on page 5



The “no overtaking” sign should be erected on each side of the road at the start of
the affected length and should be supplemented by distance plates.

At the end of the restriction, signs should be used supplemented by “End” plates.

Repeater signs and distance plates should be erected at intervals not exceeding
400 m.

Where a side road enables traffic to enter part way along a restricted length, signs
and plates should be erected on both sides of the major road within 50 m either side
of the junction so that they are seen by drivers turning right or left from the

minor road.

Right, | think that covers enough to get an idea that the signage and lines in place are
legal, however it still doesn’t feel right to me. At the end of the “No overtaking” signs,
you can see from the photo there is a single solid white line, preventing any further
overtaking.

As well as the signs seen in these pictures there are repeater signs in between.

If you see anything else like this in Essex please let me know and | will see if | can
find out more information about it.

You can see the traffic signs manual on this webpage:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roads/tss/tsmanual

By Terry Joyce
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legal limit.

Compiled By Terry Joyce from RoOSPA, Tyresafe, Blackcircles.com



Highway Code

Changes in The Official Highway Code (Revised 2007)

Vehicle & Operator Services Agency
Officers have powers to stop vehicles
on all roads, including motorways and
trunk roads, in England and Wales.
They will attract your attention by
flashing amber lights

- either from the front requesting you
to follow them to a safe place to stop VIOSA Traffic Officet

- or from behind directing you to pull over to the side by pointing and/
or using the left indicator

It is an offence not to comply with their directions. You MUST obey any
signals given (see 'Signals by authorised persons').

[Laws RTA 1988, sect 67, & PRA 2002, sect 41 & sched 5(8)]

Highways Agency Traffic Officers
have powers to stop vehicles on most
motorways and some ‘A’ class roads,
in England only. If HA traffic officers in
uniform want to stop your vehicle on
safety grounds (e.g. an insecure load)
they will, where possible, attract your

attention by Highways Agency Tratfic Officer

- flashing amber lights, usually from behind

- directing you to pull over to the side by pointing and/or using the left
indicator

You MUST then pull over and stop as soon as it is safe to do so. Then
switch off your engine. It is an offence not to comply with their directions
(see 'Signals by authorised persons').

[Law RTA1988, sects 35 &163 as amended by TMA 2004, sect 6]

By Terry Joyce



In 2010 our meetings will be held in the Village Hall at Rawreth
Located in Church Road, the post code is SS11 8SH.

Group Nights 2010
20th January ~ 21st April (including AGM) ~ 28th July ~ 20th October
Make a note in your diary!

ﬂl Rawreth Vlllage Hal X

SS11 8SH

See our website for links to Google Earth and Streetmap.

Bedloes Corner is the junction on the A1245 with Rawreth Lane and Church Road.
It is controlled by traffic lights.

From the North: You cannot turn right. See the arrows on the diagram. You turn left
just before the lights and then turn right. You can then enter Church Road by going

straight on at the lights.
From the south: A1245 turn left at traffic lights

For anyone approaching from the Wickford/Shotgate direction the hall can be reached
via the A129, turn left into the old London road, passing The Chichester. There is a
width restriction when you enter Church Road.



